














Cresset Group
re: 475 Bedford St Lexington Ma

Tree Work Proposal 11/29/21
Acastraberti@Cressetgroup.com

Regarding the Boundary Area Between Drummer Boy Way and 475 Bedford Rd Worksite:

There is a row of 35 White Pines (approximately 20-30” d.b.h.) indicated in area “A” and 1 smaller 
individual White Pine “B”. Of the 36 trees, 2 are dead and one is storm damaged to the point of being a 
hazard tree and should be removed. The remaining Pines are in a general state of good health without 
any obvious disease or pests issues present. Most are structurally imperfect, however—they are most all 
multiple-stemmed instead of single-stemmed. Multi-stem growth form in White Pines is a very common 
failure point for that species—it is the most common storm damaged tree in recent decades. This 
structural vulnerability can be readily remedied through the installation of multiple interior cables and a 
crown reduction pruning. The reduction pruning will serve the dual purpose of mitigating storm forces on 
the trees as well as preserving the higher value low level screening foliage. White Pines are well known to 
grow their upper crowns at the expense of lower foliage; crown reduction pruning is the method deployed 
to prevent this undesirable outcome, maintaining them as a screening hedge.

White Pine “B” is younger than the rest of the row and is also in good health growing at an approximate 
rate of 18-24” per year. It is also a multi-stem growth form, and would benefit from cables, but is not of a 
size to warrant crown reduction pruning.
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Other Issues Facing these Trees: 

Bittersweet vines have started climbing up the trees from the 475 Bedford Rd. This is a host killing 
invasive weed species that grows exceptionally rapidly. I recommend cutting the vines to the ground and 
treating the stumps with an EPA / MassDEP wetland approved systemic herbicide to prevent their 
immediate regeneration. 

A layer of black plastic was installed over the root zones of the pine trees some years ago. Total removal 
of the plastic is not necessary; perforating it in situ will suffice to ensure that water penetration is 
improved. 

Improving the Screening Quality of the Hedge:

After all the necessary tree work and invasive management is complete, new evergreen trees should be 
installed in the midst of the Pines. I recommend Western Red Cedars (Thuja Plicata) due to their ability to 
grow in sun and shade, resist deer browse, and the absence of pests and diseases. 20-30 trees at 10-12’ 
tall would make a significant and immediate impact on the site.

Future Care

Continued care is recommended for the existing tall White Pines to preserve them and their screening 
function. Ongoing care would consist of annual inspections by a qualified arborist with field reports. 
Repeat pruning of the tops to limit storm damage potential and preserve low screening limbs from being 
shaded out by overgrown tops should be undertaken every 5 years. 


